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Ravens keep playoff hopes alive 
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Ravens cornerback Brandon Carr celebrates after intercepting a Browns pass in the end zone in the fourth quarter Sun- 
day in Cleveland. Quarterback Joe Flacco threw for a season-high 288 yards in the 27-10 victory. The Ravens, at 8-6, re- 
main in contention for a playoff spot. GAME COVERAGE IS IN SPORTS AND AT BALTIMORESUN.COM/RAVENS 


Trump: ‘No, Pm not’ firing Mueller 


Email disclosures fuel 
attacks on special counsel 
by president’s allies 


By LAURA KING 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Amid increasing 
Republican attacks on Robert Mueller 
over the scope and impartiality of his 
investigation of Russian campaign med- 
dling, President Donald Trump denied on 
Sunday that he had any intention of firing 
the special counsel. 

“No — no, I’m not,’ Trump said on 
Sunday as he returned to the White House 
from Camp David, when reporters asked if 
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he was considering ousting Mueller, as 
some conservatives have urged. 

Earlier, the White House sought to 
tamp down speculation Trump would 
move directly against the special counsel, 
even as a senior Cabinet official noted the 
president had the authority to remove 
Mueller if he wished. 


The president spoke as a new con- 
tretemps flared over the disclosure Sat- 
urday that the Mueller team possesses 
tens of thousands of emails from the 
Trump transition team, causing perhaps 
the most tense moment in the investiga- 
tion since Mueller’s appointment in May. 
He was named soon after Trump fired FBI 
Director James Comey, who had been 
overseeing the probe since mid-2016. 

Kory Langhofer, a lawyer for Trump, on 
Saturday wrote to Congress accusing 
Mueller of having illegally obtained the 
transition emails and other records. That 
drew a rare public response from the 
special counsel’s spokesman, who said any 
emails were either obtained by “the 
account owner’s consent or appropriate 
See TRUMP, page 7 
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Study shows how 
much customers are 
squeezed by high rates 


By IAN DUNCAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Sharp increases in the price of tap water 
have pushed some of Baltimore’s poorest 
residents far beyond their ability to pay 
their bills, an independent economist has 
concluded. 

As more and more people can’t afford to 
pay, the city could find itself in a “downward 
spiral,” forced to impose larger and larger 
price increases to pay for court-ordered 
infrastructure upgrades, economist Roger 
Colton said. 

“Even though Baltimore is raising its 
water and sewer rates, it’s also seeing this 
incredibly high increase in the amount of 
money that its not collecting from its 
billing,” Colton said. 

Advocates for poor Baltimore residents, 
who commissioned the study, say the 
findings boost the case for the City Council 
to take up a sweeping water affordability 
package. The proposal would cap bills for 
low-income households at an affordable 
proportion of their income. 

The idea is to protect the poor from 
losing their homes, which can be at risk if 
they fall behind on their bills and end up in 
the city’s tax sale system. It also could bring 
the city more revenue by issuing bills 
customers can afford. 

Council President Bernard C. “Jack” 
Young’s office has been considering such a 
legislative step. He said earlier this year a 
bill was likely to be introduced in the later 
See WATER BILLS, page 7 
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RECOVERING FROM FIRE: For the second 
time in 20 years, a fire burned the Rose Street 
Community Center’s home in East Baltimore. 
And again, the nonprofit is demonstrating 
what it has preached through the drug wars 
and violence, through poverty and unrelent- 
ing personal loss: In the darkest of times, you 
simply keep moving. NEWS PG 2 


BRASSY SOUNDS: Forty tuba, euphonium 
and other low brass players from the 
Baltimore region gather to play a concert of 
Christmas carols to a nearly full house at Bel 
Air High School. NEWS PG 2 


NATION 


TAXES MOVE FORWARD: Republicans, 
confident they’ve found the votes to pass a 
massive tax overhaul, enter the next phase of 
their effort, attempting to sell the plan to a 
skeptical public. NEWS PG 4 
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Funding for Towson Row up for vote 


Baltimore County Council 
to consider $43 million in 
aid for private developers 


By PAMELA Woop 
The Baltimore Sun 


The Baltimore County Council is poised 
to vote today 

on a plan to give nearly $43 million in 
financial assistance to the developers of the 
stalled Towson Row project. 

County Executive Kevin Kamenetz is 
urging council members to support the plan. 
He says it’s a smart investment from county 
taxpayers that will reap significant benefits 
as part of an ongoing revival of Towson, the 
county seat. 

“It’s a huge win for the county,” said 
Kamenetz, a Democrat who is running for 
governor. “It’s going to provide a great 
return on investment for generations.” 

Kamenetz has championed Towson Row 
since it was first announced as a massive 
mixed-use project by developer Caves 
Valley Partners in 2013. He said it would help 
continue positive momentum in Towson by 
adding residents and shops to a town where 
“the sidewalks roll up at 4:30” when offices 
start to close. 

But the project stalled, and Caves Valley 
brought in Greenberg Gibbons this year as a 
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co-developer. Greenberg Gibbons now says 
it needs county help to secure financing to 
get the project restarted. 

Brian Gibbons, CEO and chairman of 
Greenberg Gibbons, is hopeful the County 
Council approves the plan today. 

“I think it’s the right thing to do,” he said. 
“It is such an important transformational 


e obituaries news 6 eœ 
e classified sports 7 


a com ° 


opinion news 8 


JERRY JACKSON/BALTIMORE SUN 
The site of the stalled Towson Row project is seen at the northwest corner of York Road 
and Towsontown Boulevard in downtown Towson. 


project.” 

More than a dozen county residents 
expressed concerns at a public hearing last 
week. Critics said the process was rushed 
and taxpayer assistance might be ill-advised. 
Some carried signs with the words “devel- 
oper welfare” inside a red circle with a line 
See TOWSON ROW, page 7 
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